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Five École Montrose students win provincial 
contest to design the new Coat of Arms… 
for the Association Canadienne Française de l’Alberta 

 
Grande Prairie, Alberta – Five École Montrose students have won a major provincial coat of 
arms design contest organized by the Association Canadienne Française de l’Alberta (ACFA).  
Their winning design will be used in all publications by the Francophone community in Alberta.   
 
The contest was open to students in francophone and French Immersion schools. Half of the 
points awarded were for the quality of the graphic design and the other half for the quality of the 
French language used.  Our students won in the grade 5/6 category. 



 

 
 

  
In honouring the students, the president of the ACFA, Dr. Marc Arnal, has requested to attend a 
ceremony to congratulate the students publicly and to present them with the prize of the official 
Franco-Albertan flag, a provincial emblem of the Francophone community in Alberta.   
 
This ceremony will be held tomorrow, Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. at École Montrose. 
 
We applaud Amy Redmond, Kiara Wuttunee, Noel Nichol, Ella Pruden, Bronwyn Sargeant and 
their teachers René Beauparlant and Lori Chalifoux. 
 
“Our student submission demonstrates that our French Immersion programming is having a 
positive impact on our learner’s understanding of Francophone culture.  Congratulations to the 
team and the staff at École Montrose! The District is proud of the teamwork, creativity and effort 
that was put into this entry and the Provincial recognition it has received.  Très Bien!”  said, 
Joan Nellis, GPPSD Trustee 
 
“These young ladies are so deserving of this recognition.  Not only is it an opportunity to 
showcase their artistic and linguistic abilities, it is a clear example of the vitality and diversity of 
la Francophonie!  These students represent the quality that is present in our ever-growing 
French Immersion program.” said, Ginette Pelé, District French Coordinator for Grande Prairie 
Public Schools 
 
“Congratulations to these young people who are distinguished by their language quality and 
their artistic fingering! A beautiful achievement for la Francophonie en Alberta!” said a 
representative from ACFA Grande Prairie 
 
About the Association Canadienne Française de l’Alberta (ACFA): After Ontario and New 
Brunswick, the province of Alberta has the largest Francophone population living in a minority 
situation in the country. According to a 2016 Statistics Canada census, 88 220 people in Alberta 
say that French is their mother tongue. Over 8 000 Francophones work and play in the city of 
Grande Prairie. The Francophone flag has been recognized as an emblem of our Province.  It is 
estimated that there are over 268 640 people who can talk, live and work in French in Alberta, 
9.6 million in Canada and 11 million in the USA and 274 million in the world. Moreover, French 
was the first European language spoken in territories that, in 1905, became Alberta. 
 
The French presence has been rooted in Alberta for more than 200 years and continues to 
radiate, everywhere, in the province thanks to the dedication of its communities and its 
Francophone institutions. ACFA, as a provincial Francophone organization, celebrated its 90th 
anniversary in 2017. http://www.acga.ab.ca 

http://www.acga.ab.ca/


 

 
 

 
The popularity of French immersion and Francophone programs continues to grow, further 
evidence of the Francophone vitality within Western Canada. In Grande Prairie, the local ACFA 
is the voice of the Francophone community. Over 3000 students are in Francophone and 
immersion schools in our city. http://www.acga.ab.ca/grandeprairie 
 
About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School 
District is a learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of 
over 8,300 students (Preschool to grade 12) in 18 schools. The Grande Prairie Public School 
District is proud to provide a variety of Preschool, French Immersion, Montessori, Christian 
Education, sports-focused and International Baccalaureate programs catered to students and 
parents of the Grande Prairie community. GPPSD believes in creating a nurturing environment 
where “Every Student Succeeds.” Visit us online at www.gppsd.ab.ca and follow GPPSD2357 
on Facebook and Twitter. 
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